
‘Growing Through Time’-
The Cabin Owners 
History of the cabin owners in Chestermere Part 1 April 21
2020 ~ Plus some who missed the book! Jen 
Peddlesden 



Map of Chestermere Lake 1954 - Cabins SE 

<  CAMP CHESTERMERE 
1041 ECD

< DOWLER 969 ECD/GRAHAM 965 ECD
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Percy Dowler’s 
Rental 
Agreement 
with the WID 
July 1949

(courtesy of Dan Stark 2019)



Dowler (Graham ) 94 and 93 SE  1950 

The Graham and Dowler 
cabins 94 SE and 93 SE were 
built using wood from a CPR 
carload of grain doors 
purchased by Percy (and Mary) 
Dowler for $75. Percy worked 
for the CPR. Dora Dowler 
married Adam Graham—so 
brother and sister had lots next 
door to each other. 
The load of wood built two 
cabins, 20x24’, two ‘biffies’ two 
boat houses, 100’ of 
breakwater, and cupboards, 
tables and sidewalks and lots 
of firewood! Every door was full 
of long nails, many bent. ‘it was 
murder” and “it took hours” to 
clean up the wood. p 68 and p 
101 GTT (photo courtesy Dan Stark)Picture courtesy Dan Stark 



965 East 
Chestermere 
Drive 
(94 SE) 

Picture from 
GTT p 68



Building the Break wall Dowler/Graham cabins c 1950

According 
to Wayne 
Dowler the 
WID 
required 
that they 
put in a 
breakwater. 

Picture courtesy Dan Stark 



• Percy Dowler digging post holes c 
1950 at 93 SE 

• Today the address would be 969 
and East Chestermere Drive.

• Like many cabin owners, Percy 
built his own motorboat. We think 
it might have been the ‘SS 
Minnow’ but we are unsure. 

Picture courtesy Dan Stark 



This crest 
belonged to the 
Dowler family, 
donated Dan 
Stark. 

Many cabin 
owners at 
Chestermere 
Lake both sailed 
and used power 
boats, the 
original crest 
had a propeller. 





Paasche Family

Fred and (May) 
Mabel Paasche in 
1941.
The cabin was a 
boathouse in the 
winter and then voila 
out comes the boat 
in the spring and it is 
now a cabin! 
They leased the lot 
from the WID in 
1948. The present 
address is 137 ECD. 



< Paasche 137 ECD  

1954 map 
from 
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Paasche Family

Fred was a sailor and an avid 
motor boat afficinado. 

He sailed with the Calgary Yacht 
Club, the original clubhouse 
being next door to his cabin.

Photos courtesy Roy Berg.  



‘The 
Belmont’ 
was built by 
Fred 
Paasche
(1950s) 
It was a 25’ 
inboard and 
he took 
‘tours’ out 
for 25 cents 
a person. 

(CAHFAS p 510) 



Paasche Family

The new 1956 cabin. 

In January 1975 Fred turned 
over the lease to his grandson 
Roy Berg and his wife Barb.

In 1977 they Bergs built a new 
home where the family has 
resided since. 

Photo courtesy Roy Berg.  



Margit and Martin Erickson and Family 
A love of swimming brought Margit 
Erickson out to Chestermere. Hearing 
from the store owner that lots could be 
leased from the Western Irrigation 
District she jumped at the chance, 
headed out to the office in Strathmore 
and it was a done deal. 

In 1954 Martin located a house for sale 
on Edmonton Trail, a converted sales 
office already on skids. $300 and help 
from York Shaw, it became their new 
family cabin. Margit planted many trees 
which she dug from the riverbank near 
their Calgary home. The family were here 
until 2013. (present cabin address 623 
ECD) 



1954 map 
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Calgary 
Power



Margit and Martin had three 
children, Marty, Leif and 
Caroline. Caroline became 
Miss University at U of C, and 
also was a runner up in 1959 
for Stampede Queen. The 
family were friends with 
oilman Peter Bawden, who 
often parked his float plane at 
their dock. Western Wings 
used this photo of Caroline on 
his plane for one of their 
issues in 1959.



George Hampton and Family 

George and 
Del Hampton 
did not get 
their story in 
either of the 
Chestermere 
history 
books, but 
they were 
here right 
from the 
early days! 

< Hampton 845 ECD

1954 map 
from 
Calgary 
Power



George built his boat 
from plans he found in 
Popular Mechanics. 
Here he is with Del out 
for a ride out in front 
of their cabin ( the 
one with the awning).
He built it in the 
basement of their 
Parkdale home, and 
just as the stories 
always go, could not 
get it out. So, remove 
the staircase, and the 
landing! 
George still lives on 
this property and can 
be seen out for walks 
when the weather is 
good. He will be 94 
this summer.   



The Hegi Family 

1954 map 
from 
Calgary 
Power

Sunset Beach >

Barney and Jane 
purchased the lease 
from Elmer Benner  in 
1966 ( lot 29 NE) . In 
1977 they bought 52 
NE where they built a 
house in 1979. 
Their son Tom Hegi  
married Christine 
Walker. 

Christine’s father Bob 
( Robert E) Walker 
donated to CHF the 
rowing trophy won by 
his grandfather -- so 
many times that the 
Hoffner store just 
gave it to him! 



The Hoffner Store Rowing Trophy 

An identical trophy is kept at the Calgary Yacht 
Club, it also was donated by Hoffner Store for 
dinghy sailing. 



George and 
Martha Walker 



But there is more to this story…
In researching the stories 
“ Who and What is a 
Ditchrider?” Eileen and 
Kay discovered that 
Christine’s Great 
Grandfather and 
Grandmother Edward and 
Elizabeth Ross, lived at 
Chestermere in the 1940s. 
Mr .Ross was a ditch rider 
and employed by the 
Canadian Pacific Western 
Irrigation District ( CPID)
Watch for more about Mr 
Ross and other ditchriders
on the webpage in the 
coming months. This 
week, a story of Edward 
Staves. 

NB–39–43 Glenbow Archives



Don’t forget to renew your membership. 
Join us next month for our meeting and 

possible program – new story this week on 
webpage 

www.chestermerehistoricalfoundation.org

http://www.chestermerehistoricalfoundation.org/

