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Dominion Land Act requirements of 1872

In the first three years the applicant needed:       

• to be male over 18 years of age, or widowed woman

• reside on the land for at least three years, and for at least six months during

each of those three years;

• construct a dwelling of a minimum size of 18' x 24'. The first homes of many

settlers were tar-paper, log, or sod shacks (whatever material was readily available), 

of the minimum size;

• cultivate a specified number of acres. The number of acres changed 

over time, but ranged between 15 and 50 acres. 

• plant a further 10 to 30 acres of crops (again, the number of acres varied 

at different times);

• plough a fireguard to protect farm buildings



Survey was needed

The Association of Dominion Land Surveyors was formed on April 24, 1882,





Homesteaders 

were needed in 

Canada





Who were the first residents?



Who were the first residents?

Where did they come from?



Who were the first residents?

Where did they come from?

What were their challenges?



George McElroy -
N.E. ¼ 14/23/29 W4

1890



Jesse and Will Barker
N.W. ¼ & N.E. ¼  6/24/28 

W4 
1900



William Laycock
S.E. ¼ 28/23/29 W4

1904



William Clayton
N.E. ¼  36/23/28 W4

1905



Purchased lands



James Tanner
N.W. ¼  31/23/27 W4

1907



M.D. “Charlie” Carlyle
S.W. ¼ 8/24/28 W4

Purchased 1909



Frank Soderberg
N.E. ¼ 8/25/28 W 4

Purchased 1909



John Mackenzie
S. ½ 02/24/28 W. 4

Purchased 1909



Challenges face by all of these farm families:

- Lack of roads/distance from extended family

- Weather related
Drought/ too much rain
Hail
Blizzards

- Lack of immediate medical attention



What they achieved:

- lasting settlement of the area 
in the form of families who are still here

- change in the look of the countryside 
in the form of trees and bountiful crops 







I hope you will take the time to learn more of 
these folks by reading their very interesting stories in the 

history books.

Chestermere, A Home for All Seasons

Saddles, Sleighs and Sadirons


