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Chestemere History Kay Clarke Nov 15 2016  

 

 

Slide 1.  Title  The Chestermere Area has been occupied by permanent residents for many years.   

To get a sense of what those early residents saw we need to think back to about 1880.  What did this 

area look like?   

 

Slide 2. Map 

This is a map of the area prepared by surveyors in 1883.  As you can see this was a grassland – rolling 

prairie with a sprinkling of sloughs.  After 1867 the politicians wanted to make sure Canada was settled 

perhaps to prevent Americans from taking over part of the country.  There were people in Ontario, 

Quebec and the Maritimes and in British Columbia but not much west of Winnipeg to the mountains.  

They decided to offer land in the west - a quarter section ( ½ mile x ½ mile) for only $10 with some 

conditions. 

 

Slide 3.  Regulations 

Read regulations.  So that this land could be given out it needed to be surveyed. 

 

Slide 4. Photos 

These were some examples of the surveying teams.  They went out in all kinds of weather to get the job 

done.  Their instruments were a marked pole, a transit or theodolite and a chain.  The Chain was very 

carefully manufactured to be exactly 66 feet long.  The road allowances were exactly one chain wide.  

They carried steel pegs to mark the corners of the sections.  These are still in place today.  You might 

need a metal detector and a shovel to finds them but they are legal land markers. 

 

Slide 5. Map 

This map shows the survey results.  Each of the squares on the map is a township – a 6 mile square.  It 

was a huge job that was done in a very short amount of time.  It has been shown to be amazingly 

accurate.  After the surveying was done people needed to be attracted to come and this was done by 

advertising in Ontario, and eastern Canada, U.S., Great Britain and Europe 

 

Slide 6. Posters 

These are some of the posters that were sent out 

• Atlas of Western Canada:  

Shows Maps of the Provinces of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward 

Island, Manitoba, British Columbia and Districts of Assiniboia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, the 

Dominion of Canada, [1903]. Canadian immigration atlases were used in a nation-wide competition, 

in which British school children were asked to research and write an essay on Canada. The best 

essay in each school was awarded a specially minted bronze medallion. Although the atlases were 

handed out to students, Canadian officials knew that parents would also look at them and would 

perhaps think about emigrating.  
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• Canada's Call to Women"  

Posters like this one were a cost-effective promotional tool. They were distributed by the 

thousands through a network of agencies in the United States, the United Kingdom, and northern 

Europe, and described the West in superlative terms. Using carefully worded statements, the 

posters implied that hardworking homesteaders had every reason to succeed. 

 

• Land, A Living and Wealth:  

The Story of Farming and Social Conditions in Western Canada, Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, 1913. 

Canada's message about the virtues of the Prairie West was carried to potential homesteaders in 

Europe and the United States. The pamphlets promised productive soil, adequate rainfall, a good 

growing season, bountiful crops and a healthy climate. 

 

Slide 7. Who 

Slide 8. Where 

Slide 9. What 

These three question are what I am going to answer for some of the early families. Some of these 

families did not live in what is now the City of Chestermere but ALL of then considered themselves part 

of the Chestermere area.  Since some of you may not understand what the legal land descriptions mean, 

I will try to give you an idea of where these people lived. 

 

Slide 10. George McElroy – read legal Land description 

 Just north of Chestermere 

George came from Dundas County Ontario.  He arrived with a rail car load of possessions that would 

enable him to live on the homestead.  He wrote glowing letters home to the folks in Ontario and 

encouraged them to settle in the west. His sister Nettie came and kept house for him for a time. 

His father James whose family had come earlier from Ireland, later joined George. James filed for a 

homestead as well. 

Like many of the early settlers in Western Canada, George gathered buffalo bones to sell.  One of his 

first farming ventures was sheep and at one time he had 2000 head, pastured on the largely unfenced 

prairie. 

George married Davina Morton who was born in Scotland.  They had three sons, Morton, Arthur and 

Hector. 

Members of this family still live in this community.  Joyce McElroy has helped CHF with school programs 

and her daughter Eileen and husband Warren farm just east of the Kinniburgh area. 
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Slide 11.  Jesse Barker  - read legal Land description 

 west of Chestermere and south of 12A 100th and 84th AV 

Jesse and his wife Emma, with Will, Mark and Ruth, came from Suffolk England, first to Ontario and 

then to the west in 1900.  Jesse and sons Will and Mark each filed a homestead.  They arrived with two 

rail cars of possessions, one a load of house hold material and furniture and the other yearling steers, 

heifers and horses. Like many new settlers Emma sold eggs, homemade butter and garden produce to 

folks in Calgary. 

It is reported that Jesse attended every auction sale in the area.  Sales were a form of entertainment 

at that time 

Son Will stayed on the farm.  He met and married Mabel Belyea.  They were very active in community 

affairs. 

Gordon Barker is reported to have stated that he used the Manitoba Grain Scoop when the family 

shipped grain to the Norfolk Grain Elevator. 

Two of the other children, Bessie and Ben  came to Canada later. 

Jesse’s great grandson Barry Clayton still farms in this community 

 

Slide 12. William Laycock  - read legal Land description 

 On Rainbow Rd between Glenmore and Chestermere 

William came from Grassmere in northern England with his parents and siblings to Calgary in 1889.  The 

family story is that he was a small child and that concern for his health brought the family to western 

Canada where he promptly gained 100 pounds. 

He married first Mary Black who died suddenly and then married Jean McCoubrey who was born in 

Scotland.  They had seven children, Annetta, Mary, Edith, Bill, Joe, Douglas and Stuart.  They started a 

dairy, delivering milk to Calgary.   

- family story about Mrs Laycock 

William’s grandson Larry and his wife Mary have been driving school buses in this area for many years. 

 

Slide 13.  William Clayton  - read legal Land description 

 On Two Rd 240 just west of Highway 791 

William came from Lancashire England with his father Thomas and brother Harold to the west in 1899. 

After applying for a homestead William build a shack on a high point of land ( formerly used as a 
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N.W.M.P lookout spot). This was a very cold spot so he later built a 2 story home on Township 240.  At 

one point he stored grain on the ground floor and lived on the second floor leading to MANY mice in later 

years. 

 His father was homesick and went back to England. After a few years William went to England to visit.  

On the way back to Canada he met his wife to be, Ethel Barker, on the ship.   

Claytons had a good relationship with the Mackenzie neighbours and shared harvesting equipment for a 

few years. 

William and Ethel had four children, Harold, Hazel, Avery and Kenneth. 

Barry and his cousin Warren still farm in the area. 

Slide 14. CPR Posters 

The CPR had been given a large amount of land for which they could sell to pay for building the rail line 

through western Canada.  At the same time as the advertising for homesteaders was going on the CPR 

was also advertising. These are some of the posters that were sent to Eastern Canada and the USA. 

Slide 15. James Tanner  - read legal Land description 

 On Twps. Rd 240 just east of Highway 791 

James came from London England, the son of an Anglican rector.  He met Ethel Bennett his future wife 

at a square dance where he was staying.  It is reported that he said he married her for her horse Buck.  

He and his brother in law, Lew Bennet acquired a threshing outfit and harvested many of the crops in 

the area for some years. 

 James and Ethel had three children, Doris, Marjorie and Richard. 

Dick and his wife Betty and sons are still farming in this area. 

 

Slide 16. M.D. “Charlie” Carlyle  - read legal Land description 

 where Walmart East Hills now is 

Charlie came from Ontario and had attended Agricultural College at Guelph. He had been told  “the 

Alberta plains were impossible for dairying”  He must not have agreed of this pronouncement as he soon 

acquired some milk cows and started in the dairying business with Andrew Hodgson. This business was 

successful and he eventually sold to Union Dairy in Calgary. 

He married Ethel Brown, whose family had come from Michigan.  They built a first home where Walmart 

East Hills now is which had a government well on it. The well had likely been dug to show settlers that 

good water was available.  Later he built a home on land now in Rainbow Falls area of Chestermere, 

immediately behind the No Frills shopping center.  
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Charley was very involved the community affairs.  He served on the School Boards of the area for many 

years, served as Councillor on the M.D. of Shepard and served on the Chestermere Community 

Association for several years. 

They had four children, Ralph, Kenneth, Robert and Isabel.  Charlie lived in the area for more than 40 

years.  

Charlie’s grandson Wayne Mickelson farms the land south of the lake. 

 

Slide 17. Frank Soderberg   - read legal Land description 

 Just west of Conrich 

Frank and his wife Ida Johnson came from Sweden although they met and were married in Canada. He 

purchased the Hudson’s Bay quarter at $5.00 per acre.   

It is reported that Frank had a “green thumb” and planted lots of trees and shrubs which thrive even till 

today.     

They had six children, William, Myrtle, Elsie, Gordon, Fred and Harold.  

Frank’s great granddaughter Kim is on the Board of the CRCA. 

 

Slide 18. John Mackenzie   - read legal Land description 

 On Twsp Rd 240 in Chestermere 

John had come from Nova Scotia to British Columbia where he met and married Kate Lindsay who had 

come from Ontario.   

There was a shack on the property when he purchased it but it needed fixing and he spent the first 

summer getting it ready for the family who came the next spring. In 1912 they built a new home that 

still stands on Township Road 240. 

John was mainly a grain farmer and raised oats for sale at livery stables in Calgary.  He delivered sacks 

of grain to these places through the winter, hauling them in wagons until the ground and ice froze enough 

so that he could take a sleigh and use a short cut across the lake on the way to Calgary 

Shortly after he purchased this land, the C.No.R. purchased some of the Mackenzie land for the rail line 

that went through in 1911/12. 

They had four children John, George, Jane and Agnes 

I am living here and at one point there were three generation here. 

Slide 19. Challenges 

Read and discuss 
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Slide 20. Achievement  

Read and discuss 

  

Slide 21. How did Chestermere come to be? We need a little history first.  John Palliser explored the 

area in 1857 and deemed the area useless for agriculture.  CPR  got 25 million areas of land.  Drought 

conditions. 

 

Slide 22. William Pearce William Pierce was a surveyor, civil engineer, public servant, and statistician. 

He was hired by the Dominion Government to oversee land, mineral development and natural 

resources that went along with the land development in western Canada. He was known to some of 

his detractors as “Czar of the West” because of the considerable power and responsibility he had 

over this development. He recognised early on that water in the development of land was critical. 

A.. Instrumental in starting Banff National Park through connections with VanHorne and the CPR and 

trips to Banff area 1887 

B. Instrumental in federal legislation to suppress riparian rights  - Northwest Irrigation Act 1894 – 

transferred ownership of water to government – public resource, community over private rights 

 

Slide 23.  

• 1889 CPR determined land between Medicine Hat and Calgary not fit for settlement 

• Wm Pearce urged the CPR that irrigation would make the land suitable for settlement 

• The CPR were also interested in increasing use of the railway 

• More people, more passengers, more freight and more profits 

• Drought 

• Go for it!   

• Pearce hired by CPR  1903 

 

Slide 24. Building the Lake – Divert the water from the Bow River at Calgary  with a weir that raised the 

level of the water 

 

Slide 25. Read and discuss 

 

Slide 26. The dam at the south end of the lake is 2000 feet long and 30 feet high 

When it was finished a name for Reservoir # 1 was considered.  There are some different theories.  

The one my grandmother favoured was that a member of the CPR board was Lord Chester and the 

word mere is Old English for lake. 
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Slide 27. This is the Chestermere Ditch riders home.  Each canal had to have inspectors ride up and 

down to check the flow of water and turn head gates on and off as the water was required by the 

users.  Mr. Staves who was an early Ditch Rider and the first to live in this house.  He had bought 

many trees and shrubs from the Indian Head Experimental farm. He intended to show that irrigation 

could make things grow and it was a show place that still existed many years later even when it was 

uncared for. He had a pump engine to water all the plants.  You could hear that engine for quite a 

distance. 

 

 

Slide 28. The Western irrigation district is extensive.  I saw an article in the Anchor recently 

explaining to the residents of Chestermere what was happening about the weeds. The reason control 

through cutting is necessary is that Chestermere was originally and still very much is an irrigation 

reservoir. 

 

 

Slide 29.  This area of Chestermere today is known as Chestermere station. There is even a sign 

indicating this.  Where is that station? 

 

 

Slide 30.  To know about Chestermere you need to learn about Calgary as the fortunes of each  go 

hand in hand.  In the early part of the 20th century Calgary was small but had big plans.  Communities 

were spread over a fairly large area with many of the names we now recognize. 

 

 

Slide 31.  In 1901 the population was 4, 091. This photo shows more development but still small. 

 

 

Slide 32.  So what was happening?  At this time the C.P.R. rail lines had provided means to many 

settlers to pour into this part of the country.  They came by the thousands from all part of the world. 

 

 

Slide 33.  By 1910 there was the start of a building boom. Lists items 

 

Slide 34.  By 1911 the population had increased to 43, 703 an increase of over 1000 %.  Where did 

these people live?  There were developers / money men here at the time. 

Who had the money for all this development? 

 

Slide 35. Who were they?   

 William S. Heron was called the Oil Baron 

William Herron bought a ranch in the Okotoks area. -started a freight and cartage business, mainly 

hauling wagonloads of coal from Black Diamond, - discovered a natural gas seep coming from the 

banks of Sheep River. -engaged several investors, including A. E. Cross, Senator James Lougheed, 

Richard B. Bennett and A. W. Dingman, to incorporate a gas drilling and marketing company, Calgary 

Petroleum Products, later Royalite Co.. 

He  promoted Calgary's future as a major oil center and employed many Calgary residents 
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Slide 36.  Patrick Burns was Calgary’s first millionaire.   

-  ranchers and cattle buyer.  With the increase in population there was a demand for beef which he 

capitalized on.   

- held leases on thousands of acres of land and ran thousands of head of cattle.   

-  formed the Burns Packing Plant for production of beef and had many associated businesses.   

-  purchased the Bar U Ranch from George Lane but is probably most famous for being one of the 

Big Four 

- He also employed many Calgarians 

 

 

Slide 37.  Alfred E Cross He owned the large A7 Ranch near Nanton.  He went to Montreal for 

treatment of appendicitis and returned to Calgary with a brewer’s diploma.  He went on to found 

Calgary Brewing and Malting company, the first in western Canada,  He was a founding member of 

the Ranchmen’s’ Club and also employed many Calgarians.  

 

 

 Slide 38. Whar do people require? Recreation  . 

 

Slide 39. What did this mean for Chestermere? Since the recently made Chestermere lake was one 

of the few bodies of water in the area the developers turned to it 

 

Slide 40. The developer’s idea of land development east of Calgary.  Shows rail lines that were 

proposed. 

 

Slide 41. This shows the grandiose plans made for Chestermere by those who thought they could 

make money on development of the area – Chatrau to rival Lake Louise, race track, large settlement. 

 

Slide 42. In order to move the all the employee from areas which were spred out a streetcar system 

was formed.  The Calgary Municipal Railway turned into the Calgary Suburban Railway. 

 

 

Slide 43. The lines in Calgary were to get the working men from the communities of Ogden, Bowness 

and other outlying area to the work places, shown here going by some pretty fancy housing.  

 

Slide 44. The planners developed some maps that never materialized. You can see by a map of 

1926 how Calgary was  

 

Slide 45. What did the streetcar lines mean to Chestermere? 

 - read and discuss 

 

Slide 46. Planning map shows some rail lines Developers planned to build a rail line to Chestermere 

after getting one started in Calgary 
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Slide 47. Rail lines were the transport trucks or delivery system of the early 20th century and the big 

companies and some smaller one were racing to get rail lines to all the small communities in the area. 

 

 

Slide 48. The Canadian Northern Railway built a line going east that ran south of Chestermere.  That 

line was finished and ran the first train Christmas Eve 1912. There were many camps as construction 

was done by small pieces of equipment and large numbers of men.  There was a camp in the pasture 

on the east end of our property.  -  family story 

 

Slide 49.  Map - you can get an idea of all the stops area Calgary that railroads were serving. 

 

Slide 50. The C.No.R. also thought that Chestermere would be a booming destination for tourism and 

determined to get in on this.  They built a station on their line south of Chestermere Lake. at 124.3 

miles from Hanna 

 

Slide 51. Here is the finished station with my grandmother and mother standing on the platform  in 

front of it.   

 

Slide 52. What happened 

 

Slide 53. What happened was that Archduke Ferdinand of Austria was assassinated and WWI was 

declared. Men and money were diverted to the war efforts.  Any recreation plans were put aside. 

 

Slide 54. The streetcar rail line to Chestermere was never finished.  The planned station that might 

have been about the area where Chestermere City Hall is was never built.   

 

Slide 55. The CNoR station was only used for hobos.  Finally it burned in 1930 likely the result of 

transients.  -  family story 

 

 

Slide 56. From 1906 to 1930 not much development happened as the CPR would only allow boat 

houses to be located on the lake.  Chestermere was being used by Calgarians, who wanted to sail or 

fish and wanted to stay over weekends. 

 

Slide 57. –A sailing club was formed.  Oldest club in Alberta – later moved and added to the clubs 

current location mid-way along the east side of the Lake 

 

Slide 58. Some boat owners had ingenious solutions -  cabin that was Boat House!!’ 

 

Slide 59. Note there were no trees in many of these photos.  The trees you see today have been 

planted by hand by many people over the years 
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Slide 60. Small cabins started to appear on portions of land rented from the WID which took over 

from the CPR in 1944.  When that happened lots were measured at 50’ The cottages were owned 

outright, but the land was leased on a yearly basis and contained a maximum six month occupancy 

clause.   One needs to use their imagination here and visualize what people were buying into.  It was 

flat barren land, no trees or shrubs of any kind, no electricity, no water, no sewer, basically just 

swamp land.  These were the days of the outhouse and your own well, if you wanted water.   It was 

more commonly known as Chestermere Slough 

 

Slide 61. The development of the Chestermere area was slow in the period of time between WWI and 

WWII.  The rural community built a community hall and recreation grounds in 1939.  Used for many 

dances, bridal shower, turkey suppers and sports events. 

 

Slide 62. An example is the softball team, part of a rural league.  Farm boys in the day and players in 

the evening.  Photo at lower right shows beanie  in club colours with a score book  which are now in 

the Glenbow collection 

 

Slide 63. The Navy purchased some land  in 1bout 1939.  They planned to train Sea Cadets.  They 

help the lands till 1955 when it was sold to the Baptist Church. 

 

Slide 64.   Chestermere had a store and very briefly a Post Office 

 

Slide 65. -  Chestermere  also had a lunch bar and fuel pump catering mainly to Calgary residents 

coming to fish or sail 

 

Slide 66. This is the Websters farm next to the lake.  In the upper left corn is a photo of their little 

barn which was built in 19 14.  The phot on the right shows the area that is now the Cove. 

 

Slide 67. Chestermere had none of the amenities such a the boat launch area and few small cabins 

 

Slide 68. Did you know that there was almost a jail here? The residents of Chestermere – rural and 

cabin owners woke up to this announcement in the summer of 1954 with no prior consultation.  They 

rallied with close to 200 resident attending a meeting to protest.  Eventually after some land swapping 

the jail was located at Spy Hill. 

 

Slide 69. Mean while Cabin owners decided to form CCOA in 1959. The cabin owners association 

was formed for socializing and in order to solve some of the common problems of cabin owners. 

Problems such as dusty roads, telephones, electricity, policing and so on. 

 

Slide 70. CCOA was basically a volunteer group. They planned games days for children with races, 

prizes and treats.  A skating and snowmobile partys were held on the lake with a large bonfire and 

music for all to enjoy.  The largest event planned was a BBQ held at the Taylor place, in July, 1974 

called the Soggie Dew.  All 200 tickets were sold and a fun evening with games, music, dancing on 

the lawn and a bonfire.   
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Slide 71. The CCOA decided to purchase a truck for limited fire protection. It was very limited fire 

protection as sometimes the battery was dead or the fuel would be low or the keys would be missing. 

It was available on a volunteer basis 

 

Slide 72. The truck was purchased a few years ago by CHF as a restoration project. Firetruck as of 

January 

 

Slide 73. In 1973 Pollution was a problem due to outhouses close to the water, storm water runoff 

farm runoff and cattle drinking right in the lake. 

 

Slide 74.  Swimming was forbidden and testing was carried out.  A bylaw requiring pump-out tanks 

was passed by M.D. Rocky View in 1973 with these to be installed by 1975. 

 

Slide 75. Calgary Herald reports that owners unsatisfied with WID and want to own their bit of lake 

side property.  The cabin Owners wanted at the very least longer leases which they were trying to 

negotiate with WID.  The thought was that rather than individual purchases perhaps a group would do 

better. 

 

Slide 76. The cabin Owners Association formed a co-op in order to purchase the land 

 

Slide 77. A members certificate 

Slide 78. After considerable discussion and advise as to the value of the property Vince O Connor 

moved:  (a) CCOA offer to purchase the lake property as a whole for $1.5 million.  Owners Co-op 

offers to buy the land- a letter was written to WID. A similar letter would be sent to the MD of Rocky 

View.    

 

Slide 79. The WID accepted the offer to purchase the land to the cabin Owner’s Coop  for 1.5 million 

dollars.  With only 4 months to raise that kind of money.  They made lots of phone calls but did it. 

 

 

Slide 80. In 1977 Chestermere became a summer Village.  The Summer Village then had to have an 

election.  Barb Berg was the secretary shown with Len Pallesen, Bill Porter and Wayne Wood who 

were the councillors.  They chose Bill Porter as the mayor. 

 

Slide 81. Shown here are back row Bill Porter, Fred Phillips and Roy Berg and front Vince O’Connor, 

Vaughn Smith and Margaret Farch.   This Cairn was erected at Founders point in August 2002 to 

celebrate Chestermere 25 years .It has a time capsule to be opened in 2052! 

 

Slide 82.  The first major development in Chestermere was the Lakeside Greens. Chestermere has  

exploded since then. 

 

Slide 83. Thank you for your interest in Chestermere History 


