
 
 
Script for The Old Hall – Kay Clarke 15 Sept 2020  

Slide 1. Title 

 I am going to be talking about how the Old Hall came to be  and hope that each of you will share some 

memories with all of us. 

Slide 2.  We need to go back to 1910 and see what is going on in the community.  In Calgary things were 

booming with all kinds of new communities. 

Slide 3.  This is the advertisement for a new community next to Calgary. 

Slide 4. Looking to the west you can see Calgary in the background.  You can also see where a number of rail 

lines that never materialized were planned. 

Slide 5. This is the area where Victoria Square was located. The area is now the East Hills Shopping Center. 

Slide 6. This was a booming area with all kinds of places to work and live. The Pioneer Tractor Factory is going 

to figure prominently into this story. 

Slide 7.  This old advertising diagram from Glenbow archives indicates where things are -  sort of – it is 

definitely NOT to scale. 

The Pioneer Tractor Factory which did not actually ever make a tractor is located in what appears to be 

halfway between the Bow River and Chestermere Lake.  After the war the factory closed and was partially torn 

down leaving only the floor of one of the buildings. 

Slide 8.  Read  A local farmer Mel Brown, purchased the floor .  

Slide 9. You can see the open air dance floor in this old photo. The Calgary Herald advertised “You who desire 

a nicer place … with proper atmosphere” 

Slide 10.  The United Farmers of Alberta are part of the history as well.  If they had not advocated for land for 

recreation, the building would not have had a place to exist. 

Mr. MacDonald lived at Cheadle, a small village east of Chestermere Lake. 

Slide 11. 

All the land ^ Section 15 ^around the lake was owned by the CPR before the 1940’s. The group, then called 

“Chestermere Community Co-operative Association, Limited” purchased this land for $556.50 to be paid in 10 

installments – 1921 to 1931. 

Slide 12.    

The group decided on a name. They became “ Chestermere Country Club”. 

Slide 13. In an article written by Mrs. Mary Barker in saddles, Sleighs and Sadirons, the community history 

published in 1972, it was a busy time with many community volunteer workers.  The main part of the Hall is 

reported to have been finished by 1922. 

 



 
 

Slide 14.  

This photo was taken shortly after the construction. The view is from across the lake in what is roughly the 

place where the Landing is now. 

Slide 15.   

A wider view of the same photo showing where Chestermere Blvd. now is.  Then it was the main road to 

Calgary. 

 

Slide 16.  

The Hall was advertised as “ a lovely place with all kinds of amenities” and in the ‘20s was actively utilized with 

dances held 2 or 3 times a seek in the summer. There was no heat in the building so winter attendance would 

have been very uncomfortable. 

Slide 17. 

 In order to keep operating the Hall board sold shares.  This certificate was purchased by a Chestermere fam 

wife, Bessie J Woods in 1933.  Mrs. Woods bought the 100 shares for $100. 

Slide 18.  

Chestermere Historical Foundation has had a book of dance tickets donated to us.  The tickets were dated 

1934.  The Calgary Herald was also advertising the dances. The ad – Sat Jul 22 1933 

The music was by Mart Kenney who went on to become a well known local musician. 

 

Slide 19.  

I hope that as part of this presentation many of you will be willing to share memories of things that you 

experienced at the OLD HALL.  This photo reminded me of my personal memory. 

The trees and water at the edge of the lake were a place where families who were at the hall would go.  My 

father was at a meeting one day and my mother took we children to play in the water.  I was about 5 or 6.  The 

water was very shallow and I was kneeling.  I still have a scar on my knee from the bit of broken glass that was 

there. 

Slide 20. 

The information that we have about what was going on in the community was kept in this book.  It gives a real 

insight into what was happening.  Some of the secretaries had wonderful writing and some were not!! 

Each meeting seemed to end with lunch provided with what ever hostess could be prevailed upon. 

Slide 21. 

The old hall had no heat and was cold in the winter so activities were not held.  As the end of the 30’s hit less 

and less people were attending events.  Most of the  trees, the boat and the lagoon were gone. 

In early 1939, Mr. John A. MacDonald offered to donate $1 toward retiring the hall debt for each dollar 

collected for the Red Cross.  The community collected $3823.71 and the hall was paid for. 



 
 

 

Slide 22.  

Young people from the community were often celebrated as were Agnes Mackenzie and Pete Lester.  Shortly 

after their marriage in December of 1938 the Chestermere Community got together for a celebration.  They 

were given a gift of money and this poem. 

Slide 23.  

This is what the Hall would have looked like in 1939.  The verandas on the side had been closed in. 

Slide 24.  

p. 22 hockey   Feb 5 1940  Moved by Wes Fallis the Board purchase lumber to the extent of Fifteen dollars 

$15.00  for hockey rink.  The hockey Club be responsible to see same is stored in basement when finished with 

in spring,  Secd by R.G. Lester   Carried 

p. 24 field day  Jun 27 1940  Moved by Wes Fallis Carman Ellis, Pete Lester, Hedley McLaughlin be a committee 

to arrange sports for field day and set prize money  secd by J Hodgson    Carried 

p. 24/25 back taxes  Aug 5 1940 Moved by Pete Lester we charge the municipality $5.00 Five dollars for the 

use of hall for the municipal election.  Secd by Wes Fallis    Carried 

Owing to the fact that the Municipal Council had written from their books back taxes on the Community 

Grounds for a considerable sum of money the following motion was presented to the Board.  It was moved by 

Pete Lester the foregoing motion be struck from the minutes. Secd by J Bates    Carried 

p. 25 electrial    Nov 6 1940 A meeting of Board was held in hall on Nov 6.1940 to arrange for installation and 

rewiring of lights according to Government inspections 

On receiving  two tenders the Board decided to give Contract to the Electrical Contractors of Calgary at a cost 

of “$175.00”  one hundred & seventy Five dollars for all materials complete,  this being the lowest tender. 

Pete Lester moved we pay $100.00 one hundred dollars cash and ½ Balance in Jan this amount being &37.50  

Thirty seven Dollars & Fifty cents remaining ½ or $37.50 Thirty seven Dollars & fifty cents on April 1st 1941  

secd by J Hodgson   Carried 

Slide 25.  

Annual General meeting Jan 15 1941 

Moved by Jack Bates we have a dance in Hall on April 14th Seconded by Ms Wood Carried 

Moved by Wesley Fallis that the charge at the door be set at thirty five cents to all. Seconded by Mrs. Ellis – 

Carried 

Lunch – Mrs. Ellis & Mrs. Wood 

Music – Pete Lester  - My father was not musical in any way! 

Door Man – H Wood 

Booth – MD Carlyle 

 



 
 

Slide 26.  

Photo of the Chestermere softball team L to R 

Back row – ? , Albert Bishop, Bill Laycock, Pete Lester, Bill Speerstraw, Joe Laycock, Stu Laycock, Harold Clayton 

Front row – Jack Bates, Craig Johnson, Matt Bates, Avery Clayton, Ken Clayton, Dave Welsh 

p. 11 May 10th/ 39  To arrange for 24th May. 

Moved by J W Hodgson that a committee of MD Carlyle & R.G Lester be given the authority to buy the 

necessary material to be used for backstops for baseball diamond & tennis court. Secd by Jack Bates   

Moved by R. G. Lester that prizes be given to children under 24 years for racing, prizes to be 15¢ - 10¢ - 5¢ and 

5¢ for all other children. Also Mr. Madge, Arthur Hodgson, H Wood draw up a program and manage the 

sports.  Secd by J Bates  Carried 

Mr. Carlyle and R.G. Lester will take charge of booth afternoon & evening.  

 Moved by J.W Hodgson that we charge 40¢ --50¢ for dance. Secd by MD Carlyle 

Moved by MD Carlyle that we have sandwiches & cake for lunch.  JW Hodgson J Bates & MD Carlyle will see 

the sandwiches are made. 

 

Slide 27. 

One of the early hockey players, this is a photo of long-time Chestermere resident Ken Clayton. 

Slide 28. 

In the winter a skating rink was made over many years.  This photo shows one of the later versions.  Skating also 

happened on the lake. 

Slide 29. 

The years 1941 to 1945 were felt throughout the Chestermere community because many of the young men of the area 

were overseas so many of the activities were related to supporting the war effort. 

p. 30 dances  Apr 1 1941  Moved by W. Fallis sec by Mrs. Bates that a dance be held every two weeks commencing Feb 

21/41   Carried 

p. 31 sports day   Moved b y W. Laycock, sec by W. Fallis that a Sports’ Day be held on July 1st, if possible, if not than on 

July 4th.   Carried 

p. 39  -  13 Jun 1942 - minutes of the previous meeting could not be read as someone had stolen the batteries form the 

lighting plant. Minutes of previous meeting were not read owing to darkness; the batteries having been stolen. 

The police were phoned and arrived shortly to investigate. 

p. 45 Red Cross   - jun 3 1943 - A report on the success of the Red Cross Drive was given at which the complete returns 

were $11.78. 

p.47 taxes  -Nov 12 1943 - Sec. Treas was authorized to pay 1.00  Licence Fee to Provincial Dept also to pay Municipal 

Tax. 



 
 
Slide 30. 

Men’s Club formed – the idea was that men of the community, farmers in a particular miss much that their city brothers 

take for granted. Men whose work is solitary such as farmers miss engaging in group activities 

p. 54  June 7. 1944  

Moved by G Rae that we rent the basement to propose Men’s Club for a period of 15 years at a rent of $1 a year if club 

disorganized all final assets to become the property of the hall and that the hall be given first chance to purchase and 

movable equipment.  Seconded by R. Carlyle .  Passed unanimously 

C. Ellis appointed V. Ellis, E. Higley, and Sec to draw up a lease and that it be signed by the Hall Board and 3 members 

from the club. 

Slide 31. 

p. 67 rental – Apr 1946 

A discussion was held on rental charges for the hall.  It was moved by Healy McLaughlin that charges be    

To outsiders  -  $15 

To community  -  $5 in summer, $7 in winter and $2 for Hall opening as at present, to be decided on by the rental 

committee.  The motion was seconded by K. Carlyle.  Carried 

 

p. 69 pâinting – May 1946 

Regard to painting the Hall.  Prices were quoted from the Paint and Arts Supplies, and from 3 painters.  A vote was taken 

and it was decided to paint the Hall ourselves and buy the paint from Paint and Arts. 

By vote it was decided to paint the Hall Ivory with a black roof. 

 

p. 80 piano – Mar 1949 

that in connection with 2nd piano that in as much as it would cost $8000  to fix and that in as much as those members of 

the board did not deam it advisable to sell it; and in view of the fact that it was deteriorating rapidly, that we advise Mr. 

Ed Albertson that he could have the rent of the piano for the period of 5 years (with 1st option to buy) for repairing the 

same.  The piano would be available at all times to the hall for programs if desired and could be returned to hall 

permanently by refunding proportionate part of repair bill.  Mr Albertson being responsible for piano in case of fire, 

preferably by taking Insurance on same. 

 

p. 82 power – Jun 1949 

A discussion was had on obtaining the Power Line to the Hall  - Moved by Dwight Ellis & seconded by Frank Gowan, that 

board proceed planning for the line.  A committee consisting of Gordon Barker Jack Hodgson & Dwight Ellis was 

appointed to carry out plans. 

 

Slide 32. 

1948 air photo 

This photo shows Chestermere Boulevard to the upper left and a dirt road into the Hall with the ball diamond showing. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Slide 33. 

p. 92 assetts – Feb 2 1951 - A treasurers report was given showing a bank balance of $754.29, with outstanding accounts 

of $1900 and Bills owing of $55 00 

Moved by Jack Hodgson treasurers report be adopted  2nd by Penny Holt.  Carried 

p. 105 piano  Feb 3 1954 - Lil McElroy moved that we send a letter of thanks to Mrs. Hodgson for the generous donation 

sent to us for making money … 

…available to us from the sale of a piano from Janet school.  The proceeds of which were used to buy chairs for the hall.  

Seconded by Ralph Cary.  Carried 

 

p. 109 Calgary Power – Dec 30 1954 - Mrs. Albertson reported an estimate made by Calgary Power, that the Power 

would cost $700 to bring it to the Hall 

 

Slide 34. 

p. 119   - Jun 8 1956 - offer to purchase - Hall Board meeting held at home Mr. & Mrs. Pederson.  The meeting was called 

to discuss two offers received:  

(1) To buy the Hall $12,000 

(2) To Rent  the Hall for Weekly Dances 

The offer made by Mr. Allan Dyck (Phone 68821) to buy the Hall & small acreage surrounding it was considered.  The 

general opinion of the Board was that the property should not be divided but held together as one unit. 

The Board also felt that the property was worth more than $12,000   Estimates being from 15 – 30,000 Dollars.  It was 

the opinion of those present that we should not consider selling until we have enough money to replace our present 

facilities at a more suitable location.   

p. 125  - Feb 1958 - liability insurance 

….a motion by Mrs. Barker that new Board investigate Liability Insurance and act upon the same seconded by Nola Giles  

Carried 

p. 131  - June 11 1958 - mini railroad Special meeting 

Present at meeting – Keith Giles, Mrs. Pollock, Mrs. Giles, Art Bricker, Robert Duhn, Mort Oughton 

Subject – Sam Sunter wants a piece of the community Assoc land for his miniature railroad.  Mr. Sunter & Mr. Winters 

arrived at 9 P.M.  want to lease a parcel of land 100’ wide and 300’ long. 

The Board decided it was a very good idea and approved hi plan.  The rent would be $5000 this year but subject to 

change next year. 

p. 138  Mar 24 1959 - fencing - Moved by Penny Holt that a fence be built around the hall property.  Seconded by Dave 

Bricker  - carried 

p. 149  - Jun 2 1960 - replace roof  Moved by Penny Holt sec by John Bugbie we hire Joe Ashmore to shingle the roof for 

his bid of $180 for labour. Carried 

 

Slide 35. 

In early 1963 Chestemere Community Board was wondering if it would be better to sell the property so they advertised.  

The following was on a poster: 

Attention Chestermere. 

Whatever happened to the good old days?  The Hall Board would like to know if you want to retain the hall or not.  

Come February 25 8PM, adult entertainment, admission free – coffee. 

 



 
 
100 people voted to Keep their community hall. One person was heard to say that if we sell our community hall, we’ll 

sell the soul of the community.  

  

Slide 36. 

These pages contain the signatures of those present at the meeting and hoping to continue owning and using the Hall.  

Many of these are long-time rural Chestermere community members, many of who I personally knew. 

Slide 37. 

p. 195  - Jun 26 1966 well drilling / money 

An informal meeting was held at the hall in the afternoon with Mr. Joe Ashmore present.  The problem of a water supply 

was discussed and Barry Clayton had talked with Mr. Watson, who is the Provincial Plumbing Inspector, regarding the 

well, storage tanks, possible sewage systems etc.  He had also contacted the Water Research Council.  They would not 

be willing to drill at test well. 

Lack of money being the big problem various fund raising ventures were discussed at length.  It was moved by B Ellis and 

seconded by J Sunderland that we have a Barbeque.  Carried.  It was decided to have it Aug 20th 

The last entry in the minute book was for 7 December 1966.  

Slide 38 

1967 was Canada’s Centennial and many communities in the country decided to celebrate by compiling a community 

history book.  At this time a committee was formed  to prepare a community history for Chestermere. 

9 Aug 1975 saw the wedding of Ava Johnson and Alan Simon 

Slide 39.  

Chestermere Historical Society, formed in 1969, and incorporated in 1974 whose members were also members of the 

Chestermere Community worked very hard to produce Saddles Sleighs and Sadirons.  

Slide 40. 

Although it had been discussed for many years, the community go serious about building a new facility as the Old Hall 

was getting hard to maintain. 

They decided to have a bang up party to celebrate the many years of use of the Old Hall.  250 members and former 

members attended the event.  You can read more about this event on page 230 to 235 of the book Chestermere, A 

Home for All Seasons. 

Slide 41. 

November 1980   

Slide 42.  In with the new – out with the old.  Although we have fond memories of the Old hall it was becoming tired and 

expensive to keep up. 

Slide 43 

This is the end of an era, as the population of Chestermere at this time was becoming greater that the population of the 

surrounding area and as a result the recreational needs were changing. 

Slide 44.  



 
 
Around 1930, my mother, Annie Whitaker, started a dance orchestra of which I was a part, playing the saxophone and 

sometimes piano. We played in almost all the community halls around – Chestermere, Shepard, Rockyford, Airdrie, 

Balzac, Crossfield, Castor, Hussar, Strathmore, Caresland, Nightengale, Cheadle, Dalemead and many halls in Calgary. A 

couple of the regulars in the orchestra were Hedley McLaughlin on banjo and Barbara Bates ( Anderson) an saxophone.  

In 1949 my mother became ill and the orchestra was disbanded. 

Slide 45.  

Please share. 

Slide 46. 

The end 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


