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Chestermere Station Feb 21 2017 – Kay Clarke  

 

Slide 1.  Title  The center of Chestermere – Safeway and the town hall are designated Chestermere 

Station but where is the actual station? 

 

Slide 2. This area of Chestermere is known as Chestermere station 

 

Slide 3. There is even a sign indicating this.  Where is that station? 

 

Slide 4. To know about Chestermere you need to learn about Calgary as the fortunes of each  go 

hand in hand.  In the early part of the 20th century Calgary was small and had big plans.  

Communities were spread over a fairly large area with many of the names we now recognize. 

 

Slide 5. In 1901 the population was 4, 091. This photo shows more development but still small. 

 

Slide 6. So what was happening?  At this time the C.P.R. rail lines had provided means to many 

settlers to pour into this part of the country.  They came by the thousands from all part of the world. 

 

Slide 7. By 1910 there was the start of a building boom. Lists items 

 

Slide 8.  By 1911 the population had increased to 43, 703 an increase of over 1000 %.  Where did 

these people live?  There were developers on money men here at the time. 

Who had the money for all this development? 

 

Slide 9. Who were they?   

- Herron bought a ranch in the Okotoks area.  

-started a freight and cartage business, mainly hauling wagonloads of coal from Black Diamond,  

- discovered a natural gas seep coming from the banks of Sheep River.  

-engaged several investors, including A. E. Cross, Senator James Lougheed, Richard B. Bennett and 

A. W. Dingman, to incorporate a gas drilling and marketing company, Calgary Petroleum Products, 

later Royalite Co.. 

- William S. Heron was called the Oil Baron 

-  promoted Calgary's future as a major oil center  

 

Slide 10. Patrick Burns was Calgary’s first millionaire.   

-  ranchers and cattle buyer.  With the increase in population there was a demand for beef which he 

capitalized on.   

- held leases on thousands of acres of land and ran thousands of head of cattle.   

-  formed the Burns Packing Plant for production of beef and had many associated businesses.   

-  purchased the Bar U Ranch from George Lane but is probably most famous for being one of the 

Big Four 

 

Slide 11.  George Lane – was a rancher, farmer, percheron breeder and one of the original owners of 

the Bar U ranch. 

-  estimated 16,000 to 18,000 head of cattle on his various properties.  
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-  became an influential voice for stockmen. On several occasions he went to Ottawa to represent the 

cattlemen’s interest. 

 

 

Slide 12. Archibald McLean was the lesser known Big Four. As a politician he was perhaps not as 

wealthy but he had a great deal of influence in the development of western Alberta CY Ranch near 

Taber Alberta 

 

Slide 13. Alfred E Cross He owned the large A7 Ranch near Nanton.  He went to Montreal for 

treatment of appendicitis and returned to Calgary with a brewer’s diploma.  He went on to found 

Calgary Brewing and Malting company, the first in western Canada,  He was a founding member of 

the Ranchmen’s’ Club 

 

Slide 14. William Pierce was a surveyor, civil engineer, public servant, and statistician. He was hired 

by the Dominion Government to oversee land and mineral development that went along with the land 

development in western Canada. He known to some of his detractors as “Czar of the West” because 

of the considerable power and responsibility he had over this development. He recognised early on 

that water in the development of land was critical. 

 

  Slide 15. Recreation  Since the recently made Chestermere lake was one of the few bodies of water 

in the area the developers turned to it. 

 

Slide 16. What did this mean for Chestermere? 

 

Slide 17. The developer’s idea of land development east of Calgary.  Shows rail lines that were 

proposed. 

 

Slide 18. The grandiose plans for Chestermere 

 

Slide 19. The   Calgary Municipal Railway turned into the Calgary Suburban Railway. 

 

Slide 20. The lines in Calgary were to get the working men from the communities of Ogden, Bowness 

and other outlying area to the work places, shown here going by some pretty fancy housing.  

 

Slide 21. Developers planned to build a rail line to Chestermere after getting one started in Calgary 

The planners developed some maps that never materialized but the line to Chestermere was started. 

 

Slide 22. Planning map shows some rail lines  

 

Slide 23. Later map Calgary shows how far out some of the communities are 

 

Slide 24. What did the streetcar lines mean to Chestermere? 

 

Slide 25. The outline of the line to Chestermere. The line to Chestermere was started. 
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Slide 26. Rail lines were the transport trucks or delivery system of the early 20th century and the big 

companies and some smaller one were racing to get rail lines to all the small communities in the area. 

 

Slide 27. The Canadian Northern Railway built a line going east that ran south of Chestermere.  That 

line was finished and ran the first train Christmas Eve 1912. There were many camps as construction 

was done by small pieces of equipment and large numbers of men.  There was a camp in the pasture 

on the east end of our property. 

 

Slide 28.  Map - you can get an idea of all the stops area Calgary that railroads were serving. 

 

Slide 29. The C.No.R. also thought that Chestermere would be a booming destination for tourism and 

determined to get in on this.  They built a station on their line south of Chestermere Lake. Line in 

124.3 miles from Hanna 

 

Slide 30. Here is the finished station with my grandmother and mother standing in front of it. 

 

Slide 31. What happened 

 

Slide 32. What happened was that Archduke Ferdinand of Austria was assassinated and WWI was 

declared. Men and money were diverted to the war efforts.  Any recreation plans were put aside. 

 

Slide 33. The streetcar rail line to Chestermere was never finished.  The planned station that might 

have been about the area where Chestermere City Hall is was never built.   

Slide 34. This map of today shows faint traces of where some believe that the line was  

started. 

 

Slide 35. The CNoR station was only used for hobos.  Finally it burned in 1930 likely the result of 

transients.   

 

Slide 36. So ends…. 

 


