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Chestermere Historical Foundation 
MINUTES of Regular Meeting May 19, 2020 at 10:00am 

ONLINE via ZOOM 
 
Attendees:  Todd McBride, Dave Nieckar, Bill Peddlesden, Jennifer Peddlesden, Michelle Hunt, Kerri Hunt, Eileen 
McElroy, Kay Clarke. Guest: Illarion Gallant joined for part of meeting. 

 
Call to Order – 10:04 am by President Jennifer Peddlesden. 
 
1. Approval of Agenda – M with addition 4.c: Eileen McElroy; Carried. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of April 21, 2020. M: Dave Nieckar, Carried.  
 
3. Treasurer’s Report by Todd McBride - Chequing $4051, Cash $103.70, Casino $82.45, PayPal $74.18, Receivables 
(GST) $74.18 M: Todd, Carried.  
  
4. Business Arising from the Minutes 
 a. Archivist and Curator fees approved by AGLC. Jen will contact Tonia Shaw to determine when to start. 
 b. Ditchrider articles - Kay Clarke and Eileen McElroy collaborating on this project. Introductory article and 
 two profiles have been uploaded to website with third profile to be added this week. 
 c. Secretary position - position is open. 
 
5. New Business 
 a. Annual Return for 2019-20 has been mailed to Service Alberta. 
 b. Public art piece - Illarion Gallant and Jen Peddlesden explained the timeline and process for developing the 
 concept with local pastor Preston Pouteaux. See attached design, and associated narrative with corrections.   
 c. Time Capsule - to be incorporated inside piece and would provide opportunity for community involvement. 
MOTION: CHF to request an appointment to present design and narrative of public art piece on-site to a City of 
Chestermere Committee of the Whole with goal of obtaining final approval for public art piece. M: Eileen McElroy, S: Bill 
Peddlesden; Carried. 
 
6. Old Business  
 a. Fire truck - CHF spend up to $250 to have a heritage vehicle appraisal done on fire truck. M: Eileen McElroy, S: 
 Bill Peddlesden; Carried with one opposed.  Bill to engage evaluator.  
 b. Photos of public art for library - on hold as library currently closed. 
 c. Curbside Museum for Chestermere - Synergy and City of Chestermere proposed a secure weatherproof box 
 to display historical items. On hold due to present situation. 
 d. Photos from Chestermere area families - material available but on hold for the present. 
 e. Blackfoot Trail information: Elder Kelly Good Eagle - no response yet to text message requesting a 
 rescheduled online meeting with him to hear about First Nations perspective on the Trail. 
 f. Sea Can for storage - on hold for the present. 
 g. Mighty Neighbourly - CHF will provide historical photos to be used on the paper they wrap their boxes in. 
 They have also requested an item, other than brochure, to put in the box. 
 h. Historic Calgary Week - CANCELLED 
 i. Seniors Week - on hold but possibly some online sessions. Meeting being held today to discuss options. 
 
7. Next Meeting - Tuesday, June 16th at 10:00am to be held outdoors, weather permitting or via Zoom.  Jennifer may 
present program on cabin owners, part 3.   
 
8. Adjourn - M: Kerri Hunt @ 11:06 am.  Presentation of program: Cabin Owner Stories - Part 2 by Jen Peddlesden. Three 
guests: Jackie Kleiner (HCW), Nina Bruchet and Marla Forth ( Chestermere residents)  
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OUTSTANDING CASINO ITEMS from list         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Chestermere Sculpture 2020 “Word of Mouth”  
 
Mayor and Council, 
Please find following our submission for the proposed sculpture “Word of Mouth” at the Storm Water Retention Park in 
West Chestermere. Might we suggest this location could be officially named “Retention Park” as it would be both the 
reliquary for historic objects as well as the storm water retention site?  Logically this site could be designed as a destination 
all-season park amenity in town. The word “Retention” used as the Park name becomes a subtle double entendre. 
 
Conceptually the intention of the sculpture “Word of Mouth” is an artistic blend between Chestermere’s fabric of Historic 
Artifacts integrated with introduced contemporary forms, concepts and ideals.  The underlining narrative of “Word of 
Mouth “is the importance of communication in shaping the historic and contemporary evolution of our home town of 
Chestermere. 
 
The intent of the proposed sculpture is to celebrate the Historic Legacy of the Summer Village of, and Town of 
Chestermere. The sculpture would act as the focal point of the collection of outdoor historic artifacts.  When communities 
grow and thrive, verbal culture is the essence of daily life.  Traditionally oral histories are passed by word of mouth down 
through generations in a community. History is fluid. The spoken word becomes an ephemeral texture that contributes to 
the historic cultural fabric. 
 
A common interpretation of Heritage includes new objects and spaces which will in time harness the patina of time 
similarly as do older objects and spaces.  The term Heritage does not have a determined date when heritage starts.  Objects 
of heritage are embedded in an experience created by various kinds of users and the people who attempt to manage this 
experience. 
 
“Word of Mouth” would be an engaging play based experience for both children and their parents whose focus is their 
communication in the immediate world around them.  Repeated visual and tactile contact with these community artifacts 
would create an experiential learning environment relevant place of civic historicism in everyday lives. The intent is to 
place a “Time Capsule” within the work which would act as an interactive component allowing the opportunity for the 
community to house familial letters and small artifacts.  This would attest to an individual’s connection with Chestermere.  
 
“Retention Park” is an ideal destination for these historic artifacts.  There is sufficient space to place community artifacts 
in a logical sequence that respectfully frames the compelling narrative of Chestermere’s history and into the future.  
Sensitive design of the site’s spatial arrangement would integrate the existing land and water based assets with cyclists 
and pedestrian access.  The site and the proposed sculpture location have high visibility from the road which would embed 
it in the community’s consciousness and reinforce all season use.  Logical approach to the site programming would 
encourage mixed use activities that encourage expanded contact with the community’s collection of artifacts.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present this proposal for the sculpture “Word of Mouth”. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,       
Chestermere Historical Foundation 

a. storage other than Camp Chestermere - on hold 
b. name the bridge 
c. children’s book about fire truck 
d. Vests for volunteers  
e. aerial photos of Chestermere, esp. Stryker farm - have been 
scanned at U of C & copied to CHF computer 
 

 

f.  dance – The Hippocratic Oath Dance Band – Stacey 
Hellings  
g. biographies of mayors of Chestermere                                                          
h. Conrich School albums - Ideas?  
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