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Blackfoot Trail

• historical trail from Blackfoot Crossing to Calgary

• established by First Nations people prior to European arrival and 
subsequently used by missionaries, N.W.M.P. and settlers

• route formalized by the Dominion Land Survey in 1888

• for many years the only road to town for those living east of Calgary

• fragment of the trail still faintly visible on private property within 
Chestermere city limits





C.P.R. Irrigation 
Project

• largest irrigation project ever 
undertaken in Canada

• construction began in 1904

• a low-lying, marshy site known locally 
as Kinniburgh Slough was utilized for 
Reservoir #1 (Chestermere Lake)

• water first turned into the main canal 
and reservoir in May 1906

credit: C.P.R. promotional booklet title page, 1906. Peel 2931, Peel’s Prairie Provinces, 
University of Alberta Libraries.



• “Big dam looking 
toward head gate”

• looking east-
southeast from the 
berm at south end of 
Chestermere

• appears to have been 
taken within a year or 
two of construction

photo credit: PA-011708, Topley Studio fonds, Library 
and Archives Canada



• “Looking 3 miles 
across main canal 
and reservoir”

• taken looking 
northeast from south 
bank of the main 
canal at southwest 
corner of lake

photo credit: PA-011707, Topley Studio fonds, Library 
and Archives Canada



• “Head gates and 
Reservoir No. 1”

• taken looking west-
northwest from 
south bank of the 
“A” canal

photo credit: PA-011682, Topley Studio fonds, 
Library and Archives Canada





First C.P.R. Irrigation Headquarters

credit: extract from 1948 aerial photo © National Air Photo Library credit: Google Maps



photo credit: Saddles, Sleighs and Sadirons, © Chestermere Historical Society, 1971

• uncertain when the house 
was constructed but certainly 
by 1910

• first known Chestermere 
ditchrider Joseph Bannerman 
and family lived there until 
spring of 1912

• next occupant was Fred 
Woods who purchased the 
headquarters property from 
C.P.R. in 1918 and farmed in 
the community until his 
death in 1943

• vandalized, vacant house 
eventually fell victim to arson



First Store

• Orrin & Vida Webster arrived in 1912 and 
set up the first store in the front of their 
house

• originally called the “Lakeview Inn” 

• a post office also operated from the 
premises for a period of time

• Websters sold to George & Annie Hoffner 
about 1926 and moved to Calgary

• Fred & Evelyn Shaver purchased the store 
from the Hoffners about 1934

photo credit: Chestermere: A Home for All Seasons, © Town of Chestermere, 2005



Webster’s Barn

• barn was built on same 
property as the 
house/store and was 
completed in 1913 

• still standing today

• located on the north 
side of Chestermere 
Blvd. near Founders’ 
Point

photo credit: Chestermere: A Home for All Seasons,                 
© Town of Chestermere, 2005



Canadian Northern Railway Station

• constructed circa 1913, at mile 
124.3 west of Hanna, on the 
CNoR Calgary Subdivision line

• no siding to store a train or run 
around the station. 

• disappeared as a scheduled 
stop as of October, 2 1921 

• burned down about 1930, 
possibly due to transients who 
were squatting in the disused 
building

credit: excerpt from map of “Calgary Northeast” 1927, Surveyor General, Ottawa. 
University of Calgary Digital Map Library



• the St. James 
plan (100-51) 
was only built at 
the tourist 
locations of 
Alberta Beach, 
Jasper and 
Chestermere

credit: plans for Chestermere station 
redrawn from originals by Les 
Kozma for a report for Alberta 
Historic Sites in 1975.  Used with 
permission



Photo credit: Kay Clarke family archive



photo credit: Kay Clarke family archive

c. 1913



Chestermere Station painted by Ellen Lorne, 2016 – this hangs in Chestermere Station Dental Office 



photo credit: BC Historical Photograph collection, Cyril Littlebury fonds, University of British Columbia (via Les Kozma)  

1922



Second C.P.R. Irrigation Headquarters

credit: extract from 1948 aerial photo © National Air Photo Library credit: Google Maps



• built in 1918

• first occupied 
by ditchrider 
Ted Staves 
and his family

• this photo 
dated 
November 5, 
1918



1926



• third ditchrider 
residence was built 
circa 1975

• first occupied by 
Dale Holwegner 
and family

• second and last to 
live in this house 
was Dwight Gittel 
from about 1978-
2009

photo credit: Dale Holwegner



Chestermere Hall and Grounds

• property purchased from C.P.R. in 1921

• thousands of trees were planted and the grounds were gradually 
developed with a ball diamond, half-mile racetrack and rodeo 
facilities

• an open-air dance floor was constructed about 1922 with lumber 
removed from a building in Victoria Square

• the permanent bungalow-style hall was completed by 1926

• functioned as the heart of the community and hosted numerous 
picnics, sports days, meetings, dances and other social events

• annual stampede was held from 1924-1937 with attendance 
peaking at 4000 people in 1929 



photo credit: Saddles, Sleighs and Sadirons, © Chestermere Historical Society, 1971

credit: excerpt from 1948 aerial photo © National Air Photo Library



photo credit: Saddles, Sleighs and Sadirons, © Chestermere Historical Society, 1971



photo credit: Chestermere Regional Community Association. 

1970s



1983

Old hall under demolition and new recreation centre nearing completion
photo credit: Chestermere: A Home for All Seasons, © Town of Chestermere, 2005



Calgary Yacht Club

• in 1923 the first sailboat, owned by Morris Shyback, made its appearance on the 
water. In 1924 Roy Lea purchased a 15′ craft called The Native Daughter and 
interested Sgt. Mike O’Sullivan of the Calgary police in the sport. Thus, these three 
men formed The Calgary Sailing Club. (page 387 Saddles Sleighs and Sadirons)

• by the 1930s they had a clubhouse and sailing and rowing competitions.  The 
clubhouse was located on the east shore near where Founders’ Point Park is 
located today.  The Calgary Yacht club was incorporated in 1933.

• in about 1937, the road/causeway relocation created difficulties for sailing, so a 
new clubhouse was built just south of what is now The Landing. It was designed 
and built by the first Commodore, A.B. Himmelman, a contractor and boat builder 
from Lunenburg, NS

• as it got busier at the north end of the lake, the Calgary Yacht Club leased five lots  
from the WID and in 1951 relocated the clubhouse.

• in 2010 the old clubhouse was torn down and replaced with a new clubhouse





photo credit: Glenbow Archives

CYC 
clubhouse 
built about 
1933 by 
A.B. 
Himmelman



photo credit: 

Yacht club at 
left, active club 
member Fred 
Paasche with 
his boat The 
Lorraine, and 
Paasche cabin 
first on the 
right



photo credit: Doug Bell

• CYC at 635 
East 
Chestermere 
Drive 

• a regatta in 
the 1960s -
note motor 
boats were 
part of fleet



photo credit: Jennifer Peddlesden

2019



Second Store

photo credit: Chestermere: A Home for All Seasons, © Town of Chestermere, 2005 

early 1950s

• Hoffners leased land 
where The Landing 
stands now and 
operated boat rentals 
from that location

• the first store was 
bypassed when the 
bridge over the lake was 
relocated in mid-1930s

• Shavers built a second 
store at the boat rental 
location 



photo credit: Chestermere: A Home for All Seasons, © Town of Chestermere, 2005

1955



1955

photo credit: Chestermere: A Home for All Seasons, © Town of Chestermere, 2005



Sea Cadets Camp

• in 1938, the Calgary Sea Cadets (Undaunted) held their first summer 
camp on the southeast shore of the lake (now Camp Chestermere)

• C.P.R. donated use of the property and the Parents’ Association of the 
Calgary Sea Cadets supported the camp 

• the official opening ceremony of “Chestermere Lake Patrick Burns Camp” 
was held in July 1941 after the permanent cabins were completed

• during WWII the camp was used as a training centre under the 
sponsorship of the Canadian Navy League, South Alberta District

• the last Sea Cadet summer camp at Chestermere was held in 1948

• a group of independent churches, the Gospel Missionary Association, 
began renting the property for summer camps and purchased it in 1955



left: one of 
the original 
cadet cabins 
(indicated on 
next slide by 
green arrow)

right: original 
ice house 
(location 
shown by 
green star on
next slide)





“Cutter crew at 
Chestermere Lake 
Camp, circa 1943”

photo credit: Naval Museum of Alberta



“The morning 
after a storm at 
Chestermere 
Lake Camp”

photo credit: Naval Museum of Alberta



Baldwin Property - House

photo credit: Chestermere: A Home for All Seasons, © Town of Chestermere, 2005

• Len & Lucille 
(Webster) Baldwin 
spent summers in 
the partly-finished 
house after their 
1933 marriage

• completed the 
house and moved in 
permanently in 1940

• oldest house in 
Chestermere on its 
original location on 
E Chestermere Dr



photo credit: Chestermere: A Home for All Seasons, © Town of Chestermere, 2005

2003



photo credit: Jen Peddlesden 2018 

Baldwin Property – Rockland School barn

• Rockland School 
opened in 1915 
and barn likely 
built about the 
same time

• the school closed 
in 1955 and the 
barn was later 
moved to 
Baldwin’s for use 
as a bus garage



Please visit the Chestermere Historical Foundation website at

https://chestermerehistoricalfoundation.org/

for more information on these and other topics.

Follow CHF on social media

@Chestermerehistorical

@ChestermereF 

https://chestermerehistoricalfoundation.org/

