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What did cabin life look like? 

Lots 31, 30  29 SW looking west
#30 is now 664 West Chestermere 
Drive 

c Brett Hobbs 
Scan from page 96 Growing Through 
Time, the Davies family history. 



What did cabin life look like? 

Lot #20 SE now 223 ECD a little 
house moved out to the lake, 
outhouse peeking on right side  
~1952. 

The Roberts cabin/boathouse East 
Chestermere Drive. Late 1940s early 
1950s   



What did cabin life look like? 

“New” cabin built by Fred and May 
Paasche 1956 at today’s address of 141 
East Chestermere Drive 

The Graham cabin, built from CPR 
grain car doors 1950 94 SE now 965 
East Chestermere Drive 



What did cabin life look like? 

“Calgary Yacht Club” newly moved to 635 East Chestermere Drive 1951 from the 
north end of the lake approximately where the Chestermere Landing is now. 



What did cabin life look like? 

Photos from Kay Clarke’s family -- note boathouse and small trailer. 
The Lester’s cabin now would be at 1065 East Chestermere Drive 



c Brett Hobbs 

1964 Brett Hobbs with his dad Rodney on dock 30 SW
Now 664 West Chestermere Dr 

What did the boats look like? 

1959 Michael Juristy and his boat with Flathead 
Ford V8. Their cabin was at 23 SW now 640 West 

Chestermere Dr



What did the boats look like? 

‘The Peggy’ built 1952 by Spencer Lea and named for Peggy Lea. It had a very powerful car engine in it. It rescued many, 
many dumped sailboats over the years. For a Yacht Club commodore’s tea in the mid 60’s, it pulled 10  Junior Sailors on water 

skis for a sail past. It still exists and is owned by Michael Hooper of Chestermere. Photo from Bob Lea. 



Larry Himmelman skiing on skis, made by Ed Lowney, in AB Himmelman‘s workshop in 

Calgary, of 1/2”x 7” Birch -- summer 1949 or 1950. 

Growing Through Time page 62 

Homemade Water Skis were very popular! 



What did the boats look like? 

c Himmelman Family Photo 

The ‘Sloe 
Gin’ built by 
Larry 
Himmelman 
1950s 



What did the boats look like? 

“The Peggy” made by the Lea family c late 1950s 



What did the boats look like? 

Percy Dowler in his homemade plywood boat c 1950 According 
to ‘Growing Through Time’ history book, it and the Peggy were 
the oldest working boats on the lake in 1981. 

“This is a photo of one of the first 
motorboats on the lake-Percy 
Dowler built it with the new wood 
called “ plywood “
I do have a note of where he got 
the plans, he built it in his 
basement and had to make a new 
large window to get it out. I think I 
remember him building it, but not 
sure.
This boat was loaned to the CYC 
sailing school for a number of 
summers in the early years, the 
instructors used it to follow the 
students around.
I once almost drowned- in front of 
the yacht club, and Don Penley 
came in it and pulled me out.” 
Dan Stark



What did the boats look like? 

‘The Belmont’ 
built by Fred 
Paasche – he 
took tours 
around the 
Lake
c1950s 



‘Little Toot’ built by 
Spencer Lea 1952. It 
had a cold molded 
hull. He used 
clothesline and other 
hardware to rig the 
boat as sailing 
hardware was hard to 
come by. Spencer is 
skipper and Peter 
Wilson is crew in this 
photo. 



What did the boats look like? 

‘Little Toot’– after the storm!  The sails were made of nylon and it 
sagged into a baggy mess.  Later they used a new material, dacron. 



What did the boats look like? 

L - ‘After the storm’  at Camp Chestermere             R- cutter crew late1940s 
Photos courtesy The Naval Museum of AB 



The Linder Family and Bert Linder’s Super 8 films. 

Bert Linder ( in 
hat) holding 
forth to youth 
sailors when 
he was 
Commodore of 
CYC 1962 



The Linder Family and Bert Linder’s 8 mm films

The Linder family cabin on Chestermere Lake 1957 to 1968.
Bert was an avid sailor in England growing up during the war he 
enlisted with the RAF in 1939.  
After meeting and marrying Lillian (Canadian) they moved back to 
Calgary, Canada. They have two sons Arnie and Phil.  Phil, a 
Canadian champion sailor, passed away in 2013. Arnie and his family 
live in Campbell River. 
Bert’s interest in sailing led him to Chestermere Lake in 1957. He 
leased 2 lots from Western Irrigation, 4 lots South of the Sailing 
Club. ( we think these were #32 and #33 SE 
The Hodgson farm was almost directly across the lake . In those days 
there were very few cabins on the East side.
These ( edited) 8mm films of life at the lake, taken by Bert, were 
given to CHF via Michael Hooper. 



The Linder Family 
at Chestermere 
Lake 

Bert Linder and young Phil sailing 
their Y Flyer on Chestermere Lake. 



Phil became a 
champion sailor 

Phil on left (13) and Allan Strain (14)  right 
in Halifax at Junior Championship, they 
tied for second place. They were sailing 14 
foot Flying Juniors.  1961



The Linder Family at their Chestermere cabin 

1960s
L to R – Arnie 
Linder, Phil 
Linder, 
(neighbour and 
her two children), 
Lillian Linder and 
Bert Linder in 
front of their 
cabin on lots ~ 
33 34 SE on East 
Chestermere 
Drive now 
approximately. 



The Linders at 
Chestermere Lake 

1960 Bert Linder, Arnie Liinder
(14), Phil Linder (11) on the pier at 
the Calgary Yacht Club with dog 
Lady 


