
 

 
 

Slide 1.   -  Title – by Kay Clarke Nov 15 2022  

 

 
 

Slide 2. – 

I am going to be talking about what everyday Chestermere folks were doing during 

WWI and WWII. 

I will also be telling you about those who enlisted from this area. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 3.   

The folks in the Chestermere area before 1914 were all living on farms as there was 

no village, town or city here.  They got information about what was happening 

around them from talking to others, from letters from other parts of the country and 

from the newspapers such as the Calgary Herald.  Chestermere had no post office so 

a newspaper subscription could not be mailed out.  My grandparents, John and Kate 

Mackenzie, would travel to Calgary and pick up their newspapers.  In 1913 the 

newspapers were full of stories about impending war.  

(read headlines – possible discussion) 

  



 
 

Slide 4.   

(Read WI dates ) 

 The British declaration of war automatically brought Canada into the war. On 

4 August, 1914, the Governor General declared a war between Canada and 

Germany on the direction of the government in Ottawa. An independent Canadian 

Expeditionary Force was to be raised. Canada offered twenty-five thousand men for 

service overseas. This first contingent of men was gathered at a camp in Valcartier, 

Quebec, prior to being sent overseas.  It was generally thought that this would be a 

quick battle and would be over soon. It was very far away from everyday life so 

there was not particularly a rush to enlist by Canadians. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_declaration_of_war_upon_Germany_(1914)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_General_of_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Expeditionary_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Expeditionary_Force


 
 

Slide 5.  

Who was entitled to enlist? It started with those age 18 to 41 and later became 18 to 

51 with some restrictions.  My grandfather John Mackenzie was a farmer with a 

family and therefore exempt. My uncles John age 11 and George age 10 were too 

young. Some time ago I was researching the military record for my son in law’s 

ggrandfather John Stevenson who lived at Shepard.  When I could not find the 

information I went to the military museum. I was informed that married men could 

not enlist without the wife’s permission.  If he did not get that he would likely enlist 

with fictitious information.  However he said that sometimes the story of a man 

enlisting was an excuse given for a man who had simply taken off from family 

responsibilities.  

 



 
Slide 6. Many Albertans enlisting for WWI were British immigrants or from other 

parts of Canada and other countries. This area was no different than the rest of 

Canada. Who enlisted from the Chestermere area?. There were 4.   By alphabetical 

order they were: 

Arthur Bricker who enlisted 22 November 1915 at age 34. He was a member of the 

89 Battalion CEF. He was wounded and after returning farmed near the east of 

Chestermere. 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 7 Haddon William Ellis enlisted 11 April 1916 at age 21.  He was a member 

of the Canadian Light Horse CEF.  He had been a student and was killed in Action 

in 1917.  He is buried near Calais, France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Slide 8.  Anton Mikkelsen who enlisted 30 March 1915 at age 45. He was a 

Member of the 72 Battalion CEF and as he was a marksman he was transferred to a 

Scottish Regiment.  He had come to the Chestermere area with his family from 

Denmark. His son Henry and grandson Wayne had the property that is now the 

South Shore community. He was reported to be very proud of his kilt. He died in 

1921 in Canada as a result of war. I could not find out by looking at his records but 

I suspect that he was gassed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 9. William Soderberg who enlisted 8 May 1918 at age 23. He was a member 

of the 1st Depot Battalion Alberta Regiment CEF.  He had attended school at the 

Deleware School and later Normal school to become a teacher. After returning from 

overseas, he farmed in the Chestermere area until 1966 when he and his wife moved 

to Calgary.  Members of the Soderberg family are still very active in this 

community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Slide 10. Canada’s efforts on the fighting front were matched by an all out effort on 

the home front. The home front refers to the civilians, including women, men, 

children and teenagers, who worked in various ways to help the country cope as 

thousands of soldiers fought overseas. The soldiers were young men normally 

employed on farms and in the cities. There was also the adjustments to war life 

that had to be made. There was much to be done in order to sustain the 

troops fighting the war, from setting fundraising campaigns and learning 

how to live at a time when the rationing of goods was imposed to support 

those who went overseas to the Front.  

 

The military needed horses as they could pull equipment through the mud 

better. Since there were less horses and limited farm help on the farms 

they needed to mechanize to cope. A tractor could do the work of many 

men and horses. 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide  11 – There was a Munitions Factory near Chestermere. 

Pioneer Tractor Factory whose head office was located in Minnesota 

decided that building in Canada would eliminate cross border costs. All 

together they planned 5 buildings.  This was during Calgary’s boom times 

in 1912.  The buildings were constructed but war intervened. Some of the 

buildings were brick from local brick and later some of the materials used 

in construction were used in other applications. For example the Old Hall 

Floor came from the factory. 

 The federal government made the decision to turn the tractor factory into 

a munitions factory. There were folks from the Chestermere area 

employed at the factory. 

 

 
 



  

 

 

Slide 12. -  War Bonds 

Bonds first made their appearance in Canada during the First World War. 

The authorities were impressed at how much money was raised that so 

they repeated the drive in the Second World Wars as War Savings 

Certificates and Victory Bonds. These were used by government to fund 

the war efforts. My Grandmother bought these bonds for my brother and I 

which many years later I used for U of A at Calgary tuition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Slide 13  Victory Bonds 

All kinds of advertising was done in order to promote this fund raising for the 

country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 14  -  Knitting for “the Boys” was done by all kinds of people 

including school children. The photo shows an artifact donated to CHF. 

 

My mother in writing to a friend about those times said”  

In 1917 the war was still raging in Europe.  My parents were hearing of 

relatives and friends killed or wounded.  Women were all busy knitting 

mitts, socks, toques, sweaters, etc.  The little girls and some boys too took 

on a project at school to knit for the soldiers.  These were bands about two 

inches wide and eighteen to twenty inches long and knitted out of string.  

What they were supposed to be for I don’t remember.  I think it was 

supposed to be around the soldiers legs to hold their puttees up.  If they ever 

received these expressions of our love, loyalty and patient work maybe they gave 

the receiver a good belly laugh at best. 

 



 
 

Slide15.  – Red Cross Quilt 1917 

In 1917 the women of Chestermere created a quilt as a fundraiser for 

WWI veterans of the area.  The women sold squares, the 70 x 96″quilt was 

made with red rectangles and on the white ones were embroidered the 196 

names of the donors.  The quilt was auctioned off for $300, being won by 

the Mel Brown family.   In 2012 the Chestermere Historical Foundation 

and the Chestermere Lakeside Quilt Guild partnered to create a replica of 

this quilt.  With the fine work of the Lakeside quilters, this was completed 

in the summer of 2014 and unveiled at Chestermere Arts Days September 

2014 at the Chestermere Regional Recreation Centre.  The photo shows 

Joyce Hodgson pointing to their family square on the quilt. The quilt hung 

in the library until 2022, at which time it was moved to the Atrium at 

Chestermere City Hall along and installed along with with a copy of 

‘Alberta Quilters and Their Quilts’ which features a photo of the original 

1917 quilt.  

 



 
Slide 16 – Camp Chestermere  

(read headlines) 

This information comes from SSS 

Chestermere Lake became the home of a group of navy cadets in 1937. Prompted 

by the interest of parents and the enthusiasm of retired Royal Navy Officers Captain 

Mitchell and Commander Browley, a training camp was set up at the SE end of the 

lake.  With no government financial help, the parents of these cadets sponsored the 

camp and the purchase of three boats for naval exercises.  This naval training was 

supplemented by drill sessions at Mewata Armouries.  During the Second World 

War the camp was used as a training centre under the sponsorship of the Canadian 

Navy League, South Alberta District.  However this original group of cadets and the 

Navy League formed the nucleus of the present day HMCS Tecumseh naval station 

located in Calgary.   

 



 
 

Slide 17.  

Photos of Camp – (point out remaining cabin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 18 

(Read dates WWII –)  

 

Branches of the service that were available in 1939 were: 

 

The Canadian Army which had a small number and in 1939 was increased by 

158,000. 

 

The Royal Canadian Navy, which started from scratch in 1939, and grew to 700 

ships and 95,000 men. This force was in the fight from almost the beginning. It 

participated in the daring rescue at Dunkirk, and it took over more and more of the 

Allied convoy work across the north Atlantic—half of it by 1943 and most of it by 

the end of 1944. 

 

Since the first war Canada had formed an Air Force.  In 1939 Britain needed to 

greatly increase the size of the RAF because of the probability if war. They had 

neither the resources nor the personnel to undertake the kind of numbers needed. 

Under the Riverdale Agreement of December 17, 1939, Canada agreed to provide 

training facilities and train airmen from the whole of the British Commonwealth. It 

was called the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. This meant that there 

would be many facilities built.  The nearest to Chestermere were Calgary McCall 

Field, Calgary Lincoln Park, Airdrie and Dewinton. Not only did these facilities 

train pilots but also trained navigators, gunners, observers, flight engineers, other 

aircrew including radio operators. By the end of the war Canada had trained over 

131,000 people from many countries. 



 

 
 

Slide 19. Who enlisted from the Chestermere area? Information about WWI 

veterans in readily available but not so much for the WWII veterans. 

 

Jack Bates – Army  - Later moved to Cremona area and ran a children’s camp 

 

Mat Bates – Army   - farmed in the area and drove a school bus for many years                                                                                                                    

 

Art Bricker – Air Force  - farmed in the area and has family still farming in the area 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Slide 20. 

Ken Clayton – Army – farmed in the area and still has family in the area 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 21 

Everett McElroy – Army  - 

  

Haddon McElroy – Air Force 

 

Hector McElroy - Navy 

 

McElroy families had all the services wrapped up !! 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Slide 22. 

Fred Soderberg – Air Force – He farmed near Chestermere for many years. Fred 

was the younger brother of WWI veteran William Soderberg. 

 

Wes Sunderland – Army - He farmed in the Chestermere area for many years 

 

Herbert Webster – Army  - He ran the store at Chestermere for many years and still 

has family in Chestermere. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Slide 23.    

Local activities WWII 

The home front during the Second World War was much better organized 

than it had been in the First. In late 1941, the Wartime Prices and Trade 

Board (WPTB), established in 1939, was given charge of a sweeping 

system of Wage and Price Controls. This made the rising costs of the First 

World War an impossibility and, while not everyone was pleased by 

controls, the public could see the fairness of the system. This was true also 

with the use of the nation's labour. The institution of National Selective 

Service in early 1942 effectively controlled the destiny of all men and 

women, told them who could join up to fight overseas and who could not, 

where they could work, and when they could change jobs. The WPTB also 

devised major rationing schemes that distributed meat, butter, oil and gas, 

and other scarce goods. Inevitably there was a black market for such 

products but most people regarded it as a social crime. 

(discuss photos ) 

 

 

 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/second-world-war-wwii/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/articles/wartime-prices-and-trade-board
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/articles/wartime-prices-and-trade-board
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/articles/wage-and-price-controls


 
 

Slide 24 

The Chestermere community association Minutes notes what this 

community was doing in support of the country war efforts.   

Feb 4/43 meeting 
1. Moved by R. Cary that J. Hodgson and Mr. Higley take any donations for Red 

Cross the night of the concert. 2nd by H. McLaughlin 

Discussion for Red Cross Canvas 

C. Ellis appointed as Captain.  The district was divided in eight zones with a 

canvasser for each 

Zone (1) Mrs. R. Cary   (2) G. Soderberg 

2 A H. McLaughlin     (3) C. Ellis 

No. (4) Alex McLaughlin  No. (5)J. Bates 

No (6) J. A. Tanner  No 7 K. Carlyle 

No 8  Gordon Barker The canvas to be completed by Mar 24th   - Ruby L. Moore 

      

2. A meeting was held at J. Hodgson with members of Hal 

l Board and U.F.W.A. executive.  Purpose of meeting to arrange Red Cross benefit 

at the Hall. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slide 25. (review information in newspaper articles) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 26 

UWFA – minutes of the meetings also indicate some of the activities which 

included 

- sewing for the Red Cross - sending parcels of food overseas 

- raising funds to donate to     - Prisoner of War Fund     -  Fire Victims 

 

 

 
 

          



 
 

Slide 27.  

The Calgary herald reported that there was a production of 12-pounder guns at the 

CPR Ogden Shops during the Second World War. Some of the resident’s in the 

Chestermere area worked at the Ogden shops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 28 .  

Rations on food and gasoline -1942 saw the War progressing with both of my father 

Pete Lester’s younger brothers overseas.  As a farmer he was perhaps better off than 

some as he could buy some of the essential items such as fuel and tires.  However all 

these things were rationed and ration books were issued to every person in a 

household even the babies.   

In April 1943  rationing was still in place.  Since Pete was not a drinker, and some of 

those he did business with were, he usually used his liquor coupons to buy liquor for 

others.   

 

 



 
 

Slide 29.-  

During the war, women extended their charitable work to the war effort. The 

UFWA in Chestermere, like women all over the country became experts at doing 

more with less. They made their own clothes (sometimes even using an old 

parachute to make a wedding dress) and planted Victory Gardens to supply much-

needed fruits and vegetables to their families and communities. In short, women - 

acting in the traditional role of homemakers - gave, saved, and made do. 

( recipe includes things that the ration book would allow) 

 
 



 
 

Slide 30. -  -  

There was a crash of planes in McElroy field.  The air around Chestermere saw lots 

of action as it was one of the flight training areas from Calgary and Airdrie.  

Sometimes when pilots learn to fly everything does not go as planned and airplanes 

fall out of the sky for either pilot or equipment failures.  This happened on McElroy 

land just north of the Lake as shown by the red dot of the map on the right.  

Members of the McElroy family were asked to guard the wreckage overnight until 

the officials could deal with the accident. 

The 2 aircraft involved in this crash were North American Harvard Mk II’s. It was 

the aircraft used in the 2nd level of pilot training.  The RCAF and the RAF 

purchased 2800 of them between 1939 and 1945. 

 

 



 
 

Slide 31 

There were three young men killed that day, all of them from overseas.  They were  

Flight Instructor Duncan Corlett, age 21 of Liverpool, He is buried in Burnsland 

Military Cemetery Calgary. Also Student Pilot David McAuley age 20 from 

Ballygally Northern Ireland. He had an uncle in Ontario and is buried in a Sault Ste 

Marie, Cemetery.  Finally Student Pilot Alfred Leder age 25 from London. He is 

buried in the Jewish Cemetery Calgary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 32.  Chestermere has a Cenotaph - someplace the local residents have to 

recognize that we owe to many our freedom. This was recently designed by a local 

resident, son of Ray Hess (of the Whitecappers) 

 

Copied from SSS  “It is a source of pride that our relatively small district was well 

represented in almost every branch of the Navy, Army and Air Force”. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Slide 33 . Thanks for watching   


